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ARTS AND CULTURE FROM THE MIDDLE EAST

PRESS RELEASE: NEW PUBLICATION

WITH/WITHOUT

Spatial Products, Practices and Politics in the Middle East

Edited by Shumon Basar, Antonia Carver and Markus Miessen
Featuring: Mauricio Guillen, Yto Barrada & Simona Schneider, Brian Ackley, Issandr El Amrani, Pelin Tan, Richard Allenby-Pratt & Celia Peterson, Kevin Mitchell, Hugh Macleod, Deena Chalabi, Dr Saad Bashir Eskander, Rem Koolhaas, Kai Friese, Ursula Lindsey, Senan Abdelqader, Clare Davies, Stephan Trüby, Markus Miessen, Shumon Basar, Erandi de Silva, Antonia Carver, L.E.FT, Nader Vossoughian, Keller Easterling, Lara Almarcegui, Philipp Misselwitz, Susanne Schuricht, Armin Linke, George Katodrytis, Fawwaz Traboulsi

Designed by Jana Allerding, 9714
A Bidoun Book published by Bidoun and Moutamarat 
As Dubai builds unprecedented realms of new newness, other parts of the Middle East grapple with physical and symbolic histories. Relics come up against re-invention and revolution. Micro-mutations in Middle Eastern politics or economics are part of our shared ‘local’ news around the globe.

With/Without is an anthology that casts an eye across the broader swathes of the Middle East today. Featuring an archival design, this hardback book is essential reading for anyone interested in the social makeup, design and architecture of Middle Eastern cities. 

Each of the fourteen chapters takes an obvious architectural or institutional typology (the museum, the villa, the street, the skyscraper, etcetera) and illustrates it with essays, interviews, and documentary photographs. 

Subjects range from the redevelopment of Martyr’s Square in Beirut; gated communities in Istanbul; Dubai’s mall culture; bridge building in Mecca; and the creation of a new Iraqi flag in the post-Saddam era. The underlying question in all of these inquiries is: how do spaces and territories form fundamental ideas about individuals, communities, and worlds?

Co-published by Bidoun and Moutamarat, With/Without is edited by London-based architects/critics Shumon Basar and Markus Miessen, with Bidoun editor Antonia Carver, and designed by the award-winning Dubai agency 9714. 

With/Without isn’t for or against what is ‘happening’ in the Middle East today. Nor is it a declaration of love or loathing for what Dubai has come to represent, globally speaking. As the world progresses into new social formations at the beginning of the 21st century, With/Without promotes a plurality of critical positions that are as agile as they are inventive. 

For further information, images or review copies, please contact Antonia Carver, Bidoun (antmcarver@yahoo.co.uk or tel +971 50 454 6051). 

Notes to editors:

WITH/WITHOUT

Spatial Products, Practices and Politics in the Middle East

· is a Bidoun book co-published by Middle East arts organisation Bidoun (www.bidoun.com) and Moutamarat (www.moutamarat.com), a joint venture between Tatweer and the Saudi Research and Publishing Company that creates platforms for developing the knowledge agenda of the Arab world.  

· is priced at $25 / Dhs90, and is distributed via bookshops in the Middle East, Europe, UK and US. Distributor: Central Books (www.centralbooks.co.uk). For details for the US/Middle East, contact antonia@bidoun.com. With/Without can also be ordered online at www.bidoun.com.

· is the first publication to address “spatial products, practices, and politics in the Middle East.” Spatial products connote manufactured entities, such as buildings, public spaces, monuments, and transport infrastructures. Spatial practices describe an unwieldy cohort of professionals and amateurs whose work requires the imagining, configuring, or destruction of spaces. Spatial politics describes the ways in which spaces (often referred to as “territories”—occupied, contested, or otherwise) are an embedded instrument of political imagination or discourse.

· was first launched in Dubai at the International Design Forum, May 27, 2007. 
· BIDOUN was created as a platform for ideas and a forum for exchange, dialogue, and opinions about arts and culture from the Middle East. We publish quarterly Bidoun magazine and Bidoun Books, and curate and commission artists’ projects and events. www.bidoun.com
· MOUTAMARAT was created in July 2005 as a joint venture between Tatweer LLC, a Dubai Holding Company, and Saudi Research and Publishing Company. www.moutamarat.com
· The editors of the book are: Shumon Basar, a writer, editor, curator and lecturer, who holds positions at the Architectural Association and the Royal College of Art; Antonia Carver, an editor of Bidoun (www.bidoun.com) and Middle East correspondent for the Art Newspaper and Screen International; and Markus Miessen, a spatial consultant, cultural producer, and writer teaching at the Architectural Association in London, and a doctoral candidate at Goldsmiths.
· Book details:
Editors: Shumon Basar, Antonia Carver, Markus Miessen
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